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John Roth Farm

Redhouse 1896
Private

The John Roth farmhouse is typical of turn-of-the-century
Garrett County farmhouses, a frame two-story, three bay by one
bay dwelling based on the ell-plan.

The facade faces NW, towards Rt. 219 and has a central
entrance. A one-story porch with a hipped roof, supported by four
posts runs across the facade.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Roth Farm is located west of Backbone Mountain on
the east side of Route 219, 2% miles south of Redhouse. The
Roth farmhouse is typical of turn-of-the-century Garrett County
farmhouses, a frame 2-story, three bay by one bay dwelling based
on the ell-plan.

The facade faces NW, towards Route 219 and has a central
entrance. A one-story porch with a hipped roof, supported by four
posts runs across the facade. There are two bay windows under
the porch, on either side of the entrance. There is a one-story
enclosed shed addition on the SW elevation of the ell.

The house rests on a stone foundation and has aluminum siding;
original siding is weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. There is an interior brick chimney on the NE
elevation. Windows are 2/2 sash.

The aluminum siding and the shed addition were added in
1968, according to the present occupant, John Roth,

There are two date stones in the foundation, on either side of
a cellar entrance at the rear, SE elevation of the ell. The date
on the east side (right) of the entrance marks the date of construction
for the present house; it reads: "D.0. Roth/ July XII 1896."
Another date stone on the south side (left) of the entrance came
from an earlier house on the same site; it reads: "July 1, 1847/
T.R. J.G." John Roth believes the "G'" stands for Gower, another
pioneer family in this area.

A frame bank barn lies SW of the house. It was built in 1906;
a date stone reads: June 20, 1906. The balloon frame addition
to the SE elevation of the barn was added in 1963. (dinterview,
John Roth).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Roth house and barn represent common forms of building
construction found in western Maryland - the 2-story, 3 bay by 1 bay
frame dwelling based on the ell-plan, and the frame bank barn,

According to the present occupant, John Roth, his great-great-
great grandfather settled on the western slope of Backbone mountain,
approximately 1 mile east of this site, Later, presumably in 1847, as the
cornerstone from the previous structure reads, Roth's great-great-great
grandfather moved to and constructed a house on the present site.
This earlier house was replaced in 1896 by the present house.

Descendents of the early Roth settler still live on several
farms within 2 or 3 miles of the original settlement,

One of the crests of Backbone Mountain just east of the original
Roth settlement bears the name Roth Rock, indicating the importance
of this family in the settlement of Garrett County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Interview with John Roth,August 18, 1980
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NAME / TITLE

Donna Ware, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines July 1981
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE

Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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G-V-A-016

John Roth Farm
Garrett Co., MD
Donna Ware 8/18/80

NW elev, Facade.
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John Roth Farm
Garrett Co., MD
Donna Ware 8/18/80
SW elev,
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John Roth:Farm
Garrett Co., MD
Donna Ware 8/18/80
NE elev,



